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also those, who act rightly, become successful candidates for
the noble and good things in life.

6. Moreover, their life is in itself delightful $ for to be de-
lighted, is a good of the soul; but that is delightful to every
man, of which he is said to be a lover -, as a horse to a lover
of horses, a spectacle to a lover of spectacles; so also just
things to a lover of justice $ and, in short, virtuous actions to
a lover of virtue. However, those things which are delightful
to the multitude, are inconsistent, because they are not such
by nature j but to the lover of what is noble, those things
are delightful, which are by nature delightful *, and such are
actions according to virtue ; so that they are delightful both
to these characters, and in themselves. Their life therefore
does not call for pleasure, as a kind of appendage, but has
the pleasure in itself j for besides what has been said, he is
by no means a good man, who does not rejoice in noble ac-
tions | nor would any man call him just, who does not de*
light in acting justly; nor liberal, who does not exult in li-
beral acts; and in like manner in the other virtues. If so,
actions according to virtue will be delightful in themselves;
they will also be good and noble, and each of these in the
greatest degree^ if the good man judges rightly concerning
them i and he does judge so as we have said already. Hap-
piness therefore is the best and most noble, and most de-
lightful -y and these qualities are not separated according to
the Delian inscription; for all these qualities are attached to
the best energies j but we have said that happiness is all
these, or that one of them which is the best.

7. At the same time however it seems, as we have said, to
stand in need of exterior goods; for it is impossible, or at
least not easy to perform praiseworthy actions without ex-
terior means; for many things are performed as it were by
instruments, by friends, and wealth, and political power,
But men deprived of some things, as of noble birth, fine pro-
geny* or fine form,, sully their happiness $ for he is not alto-
gether capable of happiness, who is deformed in his body, or
of mean birth, or is deserted and childless t and still less so,
perhaps, if he have vicious children, or if they were dear and